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After
another
challenging
few weeks
of home
learning, we
were so
pleased to welcome our
students back into the
Academy. Lockdown life does
not seem to have become
any easier, but hopefully with
the opening of schools again,
it signifies the start of a return
to “normality”.

It has been a difficult term for
us in school, as we have faced
the unexpected loss of a dear
friend and colleague. We
have, as ever, come together
in our grief to support one
another through this distressing
time and will continue to do
so.
One of the ways we can do
this is to celebrate our
achievements and triumphs. I
am pleased to present our
Spring newsletter, which is full
of the successes of our

students and staff and
illustrates how hard everyone
has continued to work
throughout this extraordinary
period.
Have a restful Easter break
and we look forward to
continuing face to face
teaching in our final term of
this academic year.
Best Wishes,
Mrs A. Young
Principal

JAMES WRAGG - REST IN PEACE
James was a much loved
member of staff who had
worked at the Academy for
two and a half years, having
joined in September 2018.
Words cannot express how
much he will be missed by
all at the Academy. He was
a hugely talented teacher
and anyone who has been in
one of James’ lessons will
know how engaging they
are; he absolutely loved
doing practical
lessons! James was hugely
passionate about having
equality for all in education
and ensuring that every
student had the same
opportunities and life
chances no matter what.

they order domino’s pizza
before parents’ evenings! He
will be remembered for
being such a caring and
considerate man, who
genuinely had time for
anyone and everyone.

support, disbelief and shock
from staff, parents and
students alike. This is a true
testament to James as a
teacher, a Head of
Department and most of all,
a friend.
Our heartfelt sympathy is
James was an avid
with James’ family, friends
footballer and played for the
and all that had the
Garforth staff five-aside
pleasure to know him.
team, as well as
James and his family
representing the school in
continue to be in our
matches. He absolutely
thoughts during this
loved going on adventures
difficult and tragic time.
with his family and could be
found at his allotment
growing vegetables in his
spare time. James enjoyed
exercise and was both a
keen camper and walker,
who loved being outdoors.

He won the hearts of the
We all miss James
Science department when
enormously as a colleague
he brought in a sofa for
and a friend. We have been
their staff room and insisted
inundated with messages of

ENGLISH ENRICHMENT
At the end of last half term,
Year 7 and Year 8 students
completed an enrichment task
within their English lessons to
raise money for a specific
charity. The students were
asked to find a way to
independently raise money
during the Christmas break
having been inspired by some
of the moral messages present

in the novels they had studied
throughout the term.
The students did a fantastic job
and raised a phenomenal
amount of money.
The Year 7 cohort raised a
staggering £1786.45 for the Air
Ambulance and the Year 8
cohort raised an equally
impressive £358.50. A massive
well done to all those involved!

WORLD BOOK DAY
Sadly, we were not able to
celebrate World Book Day in the
usual way we have in previous
years. However, students were
able to get involved in all things
book related by taking part in
online quizzes and lessons
throughout the day. The students
were also given the opportunity to
enter a competition to propose an
idea for an original novel. The
students were asked to present a
brief outline of their book complete
with a book cover design. The
English department were
inundated with entries and it was

incredibly difficult to choose
winners from the fantastic ideas we
received.
Here are the worthy winners from
each year group:
Year 7 - Max Coles 7AV
Year 8 - Jessica Bell 8GA
Year 9 - Evangeline Baxter 9WY
Year 10 - Olivia Tindall 10AS
Year 11 - Jessica Goldrick 11EW

THE FIRST GREAT BRITISH BIOLOGY BAKE-OFF!
Following a half term of online learning, I thought it
would be good to set the students a different challenge
and one which would take them away from their
screens. The challenge was to create a showstopper
with a biological theme. I was overwhelmed by the
talent and creativity shown by some of our students.
The winning entries were:
KS3: Aimee Grace Watson- for her brain cake and
Cara Hardy for her eye cake- both excellent
KS4: Cerys Smith – Rice Krispy eyes: Lydia Parsons
- animal cell (sadly, no photo) and Saarah Begum heart bun
KS5 Jess Hassell- “Organs”- looked very realistic and
would make a good centrepiece at a Halloween party.
I really enjoyed looking at all the entries and was

disappointed I couldn’t taste any of them, but feel like it
may become an annual event.
Keep baking!
Mrs Mackrell

HAIR & BEAUTY
Employer Engagement
This term, the Level 2 and 3
Beauty Therapy students
have been taking part in
remote learning sessions
from Caroline Turner, owner
of The Salon Money Maker
training program. This helps
build confidence in client
care, consultation, and
aftercare to ensure the
highest possible standards.
Louise Godsil from Ellisons
Hair and Beauty Suppliers
joined a lesson to talk about
the
different
careers
available in the industry.

Ex-student Ellie Hollick
prepared a session on the
perfect application of
polish for the manicure unit.
Bring Practical to life
With the support of Mrs
Young, Miss Cockcroft
purchased
a
full -size
mannequin to be able to
video
practical
body
treatments. “At first I
thought ‘you have lost the
plot’, but the more I
thought about it the more it
made sense. It is difficult to
have resources or videos for
Level 3 beauty treatments,
due
to
all
different
m anufac turer s
ha vi ng
different machines. After a
lot of laughing at my idea,
we have been able to start
filming practical procedures
to show the learners the

treatments and for
them
to
start
connecting the dots
between theory and
practical
sessions.
It’s worked!”
Miss Cockcroft also
organised
for
employers in the
industry to contribute to the
sessions to ensure learners
engage in sessions and
have the best possible
experience.
Students have enjoyed the
sessions from Caroline as it
helps to prepare them for
their graded practical
assessments and prepares
them for salon or spa life.
MAISIE H “I have learnt that
body language is very
important and the tone of
your voice. It made me
understand the power of
positivity. It has made me
more confident in myself
and as a therapist.”
HANNAH J “It has helped
me
know
how
to
communicate with clients
and make them feel
comfortable.
What
questions to ask during a
consultation and how to
ask them. Most important is
that
it
helped
me
understand
everybody,
such as working in a team,
myself, and clients.”

Miss Cockcroft said “It has
been difficult to teach
remotely when beauty
therapy is very much a
practical based subject.
Eight hours a week is
dedicated
to
salon
practice and usually these
would be commercial
salons
with
clients.
Connecting practical and
theory is the goal of the
department. When learners
see that connection, they
lift their energy and can
provide client care and
professionalism to the
highest standards. Caroline
has
helped
lift their
confidence and see that by
using tone of voice, body
language and the right
techniques
they
can
achieve
the
full
professionalism of the
industry.”

WELL-BEING WEDNESDAY
As part of our Wellbeing Wednesday
programmes, one of the initiatives
introduced was the Kindness
Challenge.
Students were asked to complete a
Kindness Passport with their acts of
kindness completed.

During the extreme times of the Coronavirus
outbreak the world has seen fantastic
displays of kindness from so many people, all
doing little things in their own ways to support
people struggling due to the outbreak. During
stressful situations such as this, it is
refreshing to see community spirit and basic
human kindness coming to light.
Not all kindness needs to be bold acts of
heroism or a big donation of some sort. Most
kindness is spread from the small actions we
can share with those around us.

During the snowing weather,
Matteo C (Y11) had finished his
school work and went to help
clear his neighbour's driveways
and paths. Amazing!

One example of an act of
kindness was Edie and Johnny
(Year 8) who left flowers for two
of their neighbours they had not
met. We are sure they made
someone’s day!

Grace M (Y8) helped the local
community during lockdown - she made
sure the defibrillators were in good
working order. These machines can be a
life saver in an emergency. Amazing
community spirit Grace!

CHILDCARE
Evie C, a Year 12, Level 3
Childcare student has
continued to attend her
early years placement 2
d a y s
e v e r y
week, continuing her
roles and responsibilities
despite
lockdown.
She has also attended
every lesson online and
has
submitted
every

piece of her assignment
work on time and at a
Distinction
level,
evidencing
her
commitment
to
the
course.
The
nursery
she
attends is thrilled with her
professionalism
and
reliability.

Education and Care staff
at the academy - Lydia
Binks
and
Catherine
Fleming - are incredibly
proud of Evie and felt
her dedication should be
commended. Well done
Evie.

Massive Congratulations to Ally B, in Year 9, who has completed the Mount
Fuji Challenge, walking 46 miles within 2 weeks! Here is the medal she
received. Ally intends to take on the English Channel Challenge next,
which is a total of 21 miles.
We look forward to hearing about her further achievements.
Well Done Ally!

Year 9 English Enrichment
As part of their enrichment,
Year 9 students wrote letters of
hope and wishes of wellbeing to
residents of Seacroft Grange
Care Village. The residents
loved hearing from our
students during this
challenging time and a surprise
package was delivered during
our term of online
learning. The residents in the
Dementia and Alzheimer's ward
had written individual
responses to our pupils

thanking them for their letters.
Students were thrilled to
receive personalised responses
and to hear that the residents
had enjoyed reading and
hearing about their interests
and Christmas traditions. A
huge thanks from the English
department and Year 9 students
to Linda Shaw and the
Wellbeing staff at Seacroft
Grange for taking the time to
respond.

THE GREAT GEOGRAPHY BAKE-OFF
Students were given the
challenge to produce
Geography related baking,
based on what they had recently
been studying. The results were
creative, original and downright
delicious!

YEAR 7

Macbeth
‘Readthrough’
Year 11 Gifted and
Talented students were
given front row seats in a
virtual 'Readthrough' of
Macbeth. Former Dr Who
companion, Pearl Mackie
and comedian Joe Lycett,
graced the stage in a
virtual performance which
was followed by a
workshop and Q and A
with the performers.
Students felt that the
performance really
enhanced their
understanding of the play.

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

ONLINE ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME
Organised by Mr Cohen
and delivered by
numerous members of
staff, students were
offered the opportunity to
take part in online
enrichment programmes,
after their lessons, which
included Kitchen
Chemistry, Team Running,
Careers advice, Arts and
Crafts, Sign Language,
Mindfulness, Kahoot
quizzes and a knitting
class. Students have really
appreciated the clubs,
being able to take part in
something that wasn’t
purely academic and
presented unique
challenges at a unique

time.
Participating students
have said:
“The team running club
has given me extra
motivation to actually go
out running because I
don’t want to let my
teammates down.” Harry S
(Year 7)

enjoying the activities they
have planned.
“The team running club
has felt like it had made a
big difference to the
students mental health as
well as their physical
health” Miss Maguire, PE
Teacher

“Thank you, I find this
meditation useful and
necessary, especially now
whilst doing online
schooling”. Serina (Year 7)
Staff have enjoyed running
the clubs because they
are activities they are
passionate about and it is
satisfying to see students

2021 Dates
HOLIDAY

SCHOOL CLOSES

SCHOOL OPENS

Easter

Thursday 1st April 2021

Monday 19th April 2021

Spring Bank

Friday 28th May 2021

Monday 7th June 2021

Summer

Tuesday 27th July 2021

Inset Days 2021:

Monday 26th July 2021

Tuesday 27th July 2021
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