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Well, we have finally reached the end of another year and what a year it has been! In 

September, we returned to school in ‘our bubbles’ and have unfortunately seen significant 

disruption again with another period of closure. However, students, staff and parents/carers 

alike have risen to the challenges and school life resumed with a ‘new normal’. Everyone has 

worked tirelessly throughout the year to limit the impact of these difficult circumstances.  

We have celebrated with our Year 11 and 13 students and said ‘goodbye’ to them, as they 

move on to new and exciting ventures and we hope to see many of our Year 11’s back in the 

Sixth Form next year.  

Despite the challenges, we have many successes to share with you, from fundraising to 

sporting achievements, we have still been very busy this term and I am very pleased to 

present our jam-packed final Newsletter of this academic year.   

It goes without saying, that I am immensely proud of all that we have achieved during this 

further challenging time. 

Have a safe, restful summer break and we look forward to welcoming all our students back in 

September.  

Mrs Young 

Principal 

Charity Begins at Home 
Rhianna C, in Year 8, undertook 
the Leeds Parks Challenge to raise 
money for Leeds Hospital Charities 
and managed to raise her target of 
£100 by completing 50k of cycling. 
There were 226 participants 
altogether with an impressive 
overall total of £22,655 raised! 

 

This is a charity quite close to 
Rhianna’s heart as both her Mum 
and stepdad are NHS workers and 
she has spent a lot of time at home 

alone during the 2020 lockdown, while they have been physically 
needed at the hospitals. Rhianna understands how important 
fundraising for this charity has been and her parents were very 
proud of her wanting to take on this challenge and raise money for 
such a worthy cause. We’re proud of you too Rhianna; 
congratulations on this super achievement!  



 

Garforth Schools World Peace Trail 
 

Our student council have been working on a fantastic 

project with the wider community here in Garforth; 

Garforth Peace Project. 

 

Garforth is home to the first Peace Flame in Europe and 

this July there will be a Peace Walk through Garforth, 

which will be the first Schools World Peace Trail. 

 

Students in Year 7 have been painting various countries 

flags on stones for displays around Garforth and the 

main display outside our school. They have 

demonstrated their commitment weekly by taking part 

in Art Club to complete this project. 

 

The launch was held on 17th July, outside the Miner’s 

Welfare Hall where students’ peace stones and 

country information sheets were on display. 

 

The Peace Walk will take place on 31st July at 2pm 

starting from Garforth Academy and visiting 8 stages 

before finishing in the Jubilee Gardens at the Peace 

Flame. 

YOU’RE HIRED! SIAN’S FASHION JOURNEY 
As the A Level Fashion & Textiles and Business students 

were preparing to finish their time with us, they were 

treated to an amazing guest speaker; Sian Gabbidon, 2018 

winner of the TV show The Apprentice.  

 

Having been an A Level Fashion student at the Academy 

herself, Sian returned to Garforth to speak to the GCSE and 

A level students about her journey through education to 

realising her dream of launching her own fashion brand 

and online business.  

 

A talented designer and business person, Sian 

shared her experiences and offered up superb and 

relatable advice for our young people, days away 
from taking their own leaps of faith in higher 

education, apprenticeships and employment. 
Everyone enjoyed the experience and left feeling 

motivated and inspired to succeed!  



 

First Aid Training for Students Proved to be Paramount 

Leigh Nicholson, parent of a 

Garforth Academy student, 

suffered difficulty breathing in 

February and initially feared he 

had caught Covid-19. His 

symptoms worsened the 

following morning and his heart 

rate rocketed, leaving him 

feeling dizzy and numb. 

Leigh began to hyperventilate 

and managed to call an 

ambulance, but was unable to 

speak. His children, 12-year-old 

Ruby and 10-year-old Jack, 

showed incredible bravery by 

stepping in to speak to the 999 

operator, keeping their dad calm 

and liaising with their mum - 

who was at work at Leeds 

General Infirmary. 

Leigh said: “I felt like I couldn’t 

get a full breath into my lungs, I 

had a really bad night. In the 

morning it started to get worse 

and worse. My arms and legs 

started to feel numb, I started to 

go really dizzy and my heart was 

racing - it felt like it was going 

to burst out my chest. I had to 

lie down and managed to dial 

999, said ambulance, then that’s 

when I had to hand over the 

phone to Ruby and she handled 

it from there." 

Ruby checked her dad's 

breathing while waiting for the 

first responder to arrive, all 

while keeping her dad and little 

brother calm. 

She had just received online 

training on how to administer 

CPR with school and said she 

kept calm by reminding herself 

that help was on the way. 

Ruby said: "I had to keep an eye 

on how he was breathing to 

make sure it wasn’t getting any 

worse, I was told to try and 

keep him calm as well as try and 

keep myself and my brother 

calm. 

"It was a bit much at the time, I 

had to ring my mum as well to 

make sure she knew what was 

going on, and keep my Grandma 

updated with everything.  

"I just thought to myself - the 

first responder is on their way. 

And I had just done a lesson on 

CPR a couple of weeks before 

this. I was preparing for the 

worst." 

Leigh was taken to hospital 

where he was diagnosed with 

atrial fibrillation (AF), a condition 

which causes an irregular and 

often fast heartbeat. 
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He was given medication to 

help his heart rate come down 

before being discharged later 

that day and will see a 

cardiology specialist to discuss 

how to manage the condition. 

Leigh, who is well known 

among Leeds United fans, being 

the matchday announcer at 

Elland Road, shared his story on 

Twitter and was flooded with 

hundreds of messages from 

fans across the country. 

Ruby and Jack were praised for 

keeping level-headed and the 

brave pair even received the 

offer of an Amazon voucher as 

a well-done gift for their actions. 

"They deserve that and so much 

more", Leigh said. 

"It makes me well up, I’m 

incredibly proud of how calm 

and level-headed Ruby was. It’s 

a situation that you never 

expect your children to be in. 

"In the current climate, with 

everything they’ve dealt with in 

regards to being schooled from 

home and not having access to 

their friends and life being so 

different for them, for Ruby to 

be able to remain as calm and 

collected as she did is just 

credit to the resilience of both 

Ruby and Jack." 

Yorkshire Evening Post, 22 Feb 2021 

“What can I say about my Year 11’s? I feel like we have faced a lot of battles 

together and overcome so many hurdles and I am unbelievably proud to have 

been their Learning Manager over the last 3 years. I particularly liked Year 10 

when I officially became the smallest person in the Year group!  

I know my Year 11’s will go on to achieve great things because they are 

amazing and have so much to offer the world; I hope they never forget that!  

We’ve given them as many tools as we can to go on and make 

the most of their futures and hopefully we’ll still get to hear 

about all their successes. Onwards and upwards! ”  

Mrs Burns.  

Keep reading for more Year 11 goss... 

Farewell to Year 11! 



 

Our Year 11 students have been proving themselves in the sporting world and 

moving on to exciting new ventures.  We’re so proud of all our students. Keep 

working hard; we can’t wait to see what you will do in the future. 

Charlie Tetley is 
looking forward to 
starting college and 
in the past couple of 
weeks his hard 
work, focus and 
passion has led to 
him playing for 
both the under 17 
and under 16 
Wakefield trinity 
rugby league teams 
in  Scholarsh ip 
competitions.  

Sam Murray, who left us in Y9 to 

begin a football scholarship 

programme will, in July, be a full 

time employee of Manchester 

United! He is also competing a 

BTEC in Marketing. Good luck to 

Sam, here’s hoping we’ll soon see 

you on Match of the Day! 

Here is Josh Perkins playing for Bradford 

Bulls U16/17 Rugby  League team.  Well 

done Josh. A promising career awaits! 



 

Paddling to the Top! 
 
In the midst of  lots of  revision over the 
last few months, Year 11 Cody B was 
also training hard prior to the GB junior 
selections races in Canoe Slalom that 
were held in May. Cody has been 
selected to represent Great Britain in 
kayak for Junior 18 class.  This is a 
fantastic achievement as he is classed 
as a junior 15 athlete and was 
competing against people up to 3 years 
older than him. 
He will represent Great Britain in the 
European Junior Championship later 
this year. Congratulations Cody, we will 
all be cheering you on! 

The Euros came early to 

Garforth Academy in May! 

We celebrated Schools 

Football Week from 24th-28th 

May with all year groups 

competing in Garforth Euros. 

  

The event was a huge 

success; everyone was 

happy to be back playing 

football and having the 

opportunity to compete in a 

tournament having had long 

periods of inactivity this 

year!! 

The atmosphere in PE during 

this week was great, all 

students supporting each 

other and enthusiastic about 

representing different 

countries. 

The level of performance 

throughout was fantastic and 

we saw some magical 

moments in every game. 

  

We had a variety of winners 

in each year group and 

combined the points of each 

team to be able to award an 

overall winner. Italy came 

out on top in our Garforth 

Euros; a prediction which 

turned out to be painfully 

true!  

SCHOOLS FOOTBALL WEEK 



 

Inter-Form Cross Country 

Our Year 7 & 8’s took part in the Inter-Form cross-country event on Thursday 17th 

June & Friday 18th June. The weather conditions were perfect, not too hot or cold, 

no wind and the stage was set for some excellent performances. 

The Year 8’s led the way on Thursday 17th with some outstanding performances, 

everyone put in 100% effort to complete the course. 

The Year 7’s were next on Friday 18th , again we were treated to some outstanding 
performances from the whole year group! 

We were delighted to bring back our 

extra-curricular sports in the final half 

term. We have missed it as much as 

the students and with a full 

programme there isn’t a quiet night in 

the PE department! We have seen 272 

students participate in Football, 

Cricket, Rounders, Basketball, Netball 

and Rugby so far this term. 

We are very excited to come back in 
September and begin our sports 
programme in full. 

Extra-Curricular PE Clubs 



 

At the end of March, Year 12 held a Pop-
up exhibition based on their practical 
responses to the theme of 'Phobias'; 
there was a really wide range of 
responses using a variety of approaches. 
The work was on display for one day 
only in one of the Art rooms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff were intrigued and impressed with 
the pop-up gallery:  
 
“I went down to see the exhibition a 
little earlier and wow! – the Y12’s are so, 
so talented!” Miss Allen 
  
“Interesting – the diorama on Tsunamis, 
the dolls, mushrooms and Joe B’s 
polystyrene stood out.” Mr Reid 
  
“I managed to get to the Art Exhibition 
and was really impressed with the work. 
It’s great to see kids being creative. I 
liked (was scared of) the doll one and I 
also liked the Night fear. Thanks again.” 
Mrs Wynn 
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 SCHOOL CLOSES SCHOOL OPENS 

Summer Tuesday 27th July 2021  

Inset Days 2021: Monday 26th July 2021 Tuesday 27th July 2021 

2020-2021 Dates 

 SCHOOL CLOSES SCHOOL OPENS 

  Monday 6th September 2021 

First mid-term Friday 22nd October Monday 1st November 2021 

Christmas  Friday 17th December 2021 Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Second mid-term Friday 18th February 2022 Monday 28th February 2022 

Easter  Break Friday 1st April 2022 Tuesday 19th April 2022 

May Bank Holiday Friday 2nd May 2022 Tuesday 3rd May 2022 

Third mid-term  Friday 27th May 2022 Monday 6th June 2022 

Summer Break Tuesday 26th July 2022  

2021– 2022 Dates 

Inset Days 2021/2022: Monday 6th September 2021 Wednesday 17th November 2021 

Friday 18th February 2022 Monday 25th July 2022 Tuesday 26th July 2022 

I wanted to take this opportunity to say a final goodbye and wish you all 
the best of luck for the future. Despite the ups and downs of the last 18 
months, it has been great to get to know you all and work with you on a 
daily basis. You will always be a part of Garforth Academy Sixth Form and I 
hope you leave with many fond memories. Please stay in touch and I hope 
to see you all on results day when the next chapter of your lives begin! 

Mr Harris 


